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THE LION & THE LAMB 
Section Two: The Book of Acts 
#8  Understanding the Manifestation of Tongues 
 

           5.21.17  
 
Acts 2:4 NIV  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit enabled them. 
 
 
Central Idea: We believe Christians receive both an initial indwelling of The Spirit, and a 
subsequent baptism in The Spirit into a life of power. Ezekiel and Joel prophesied this, and the 
New Testament writers saw both of these experiences as the normal Christian life. 
 
 
I. Six accounts in the Book of Acts that every Believer needs to understand: 
 

A. Acts 2:1-4 NIV  When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  
2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
 
1. The birthday of The Church 

 
 

2. John 20:19-23 NIV  On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you.” 22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven.” 

 
 

3. New age or normative experience? 
 
 

B. Acts 4:31 NIV  After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 
 
1. The idea of “re-filling” 

 
 

2. Ephesians 5:18 NIV  Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, 
be filled with the Spirit, 
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3. Zechariah 4:6-7 NIV  So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: 
‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty. 7 “What are 
you, mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground. Then he will 
bring out the capstone to shouts of ‘God bless it! God bless it!’” 

 
 

4. Presupposition of tongues is a logical assumption. 
 
 

C. Acts 8:14-17 NIV  When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted 
the word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed 
for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy 
Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
1. A subsequent experience 

 
 

2. Again, the use of the terms would presuppose tongues. 
 
 

D. Acts 9:17 NIV  Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on 
Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you 
were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
 
1. 1 Corinthians 14:18 NIV  I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 

 
 

2. 1 Corinthians 14:39 NIV  Therefore, my brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, 
and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 

 
 

E. Acts 10:44-47 ESV  While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all 
who heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come 
with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the 
Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then 
Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 
 
 
Acts 15:8 ESV  And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them 
the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 

 
 

F. Acts 19:5-7 ESV  On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 
began speaking in tongues and prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all. 

 
II. How God uses tongues 
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A. As an expression of praise and worship when we receive the infilling of The Spirit. 

 
1. Acts 2:4, 11 ESV 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 11 both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of 
God.” 

 
 

2. Generally this is a glorification of the Lord.  
 
 

B. As a prayer language for the Believer. 
 
1. Jude 20 ESV  But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and 

praying in the Holy Spirit, 
 
 

2. What does it mean to “pray in The Spirit?” 
 
 

3. Romans 8:26-27 ESV  Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not 
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God. 

 
 

4. 1 Corinthians 14:15 NIV  So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also 
pray with my understanding; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my 
understanding. 

 
 

5. The case for singing and praying “in The Spirit” (tongues) and with “understanding” 
(my natural language). 

 
a. 1 Corinthians 14:14 NIV  For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is 

unfruitful. 
 
 

C. As a congregation gift in which a “message” comes forth in tongues to the congregation. 
 
1. 1 Corinthians 12:10 ESV  to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, 

to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 

 
 

2. 1 Corinthians 14 regulations are in the context of congregational messages. 
 
 

3. “Two or at the most three – and let them be interpreted.” 
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D. Note: Tongues may be unknown languages (“tongues of angels”) or known languages 
supernaturally spoken. 
 
1. See Spoken By The Spirit by Ralph Harris and Before We Kill and Eat You, the story 

of H. B. Garlock 
 
 
 

Christian Life Lessons 
 
1. The Baptism of The Holy Spirit is an experience of Power. 
 
 
2. The Baptism of The Holy Spirit is a dynamic of both private and corporate worship. 
 
 
 
Dear Lord, 
 
May our private lives and our community worship make room for the fullness of your 
indwelling Spirit.   
 
 


